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acted and reacted on each other, for Pitt's virtual abandon-
ment of Parliamentary Reform was accepted by his followers
In the country as a proof of the present impracticability of
those reforms, whilst the silence of the Associations left the
friends of Parliamentary Reform in the House of Commons
without stimulus or motive power. Pitt by becoming Prime
Minister had muffled the agitation more effectually than it
could have been muffled by any Ministry that was avowedly
hostile. If the Prime Minister of England from 1784 had
been a Minister distrusted by the people, the popular agita-
tion for Parliamentary Reform would have continued; if he
had been a strong Minister who was ready to make that
reform a Government measure, the reform would have been
carried. As it was, Parliament remained inactive, and in the
country an air of listless patience succeeded to the strenuous
movements which had quickened and elevated public life a
few years before.
Pitt's solitary effort on behalf of the cause that had done
so much to give him his public position was made in 1785.
He proposed a specific scheme of reform which was to come
into operation gradually. His new scheme was quite different
from the earlier scheme of 1783 when he had proposed, as
his father had suggested some years earlier, the addition of
a hundred knights of the shire, and of representatives of the
metropolis, and further that boroughs should be disfranchised
when the majority of voters were convicted of gross corrup-
tion and the innocent minority allowed to vote in the county
elections. His proposal in 1785 would not have increased
the size of the House of Commons. Thirty-six decayed
boroughs returning seventy-two members were to be dis-
franchised by their own voluntary application, and a million
pounds were to be set apart for compensating the disfranchised
boroughs, to be distributed by a special committee of the
House of Commons amongst the several persons interested
in the borough. The seventy-two members returned hitherto
by these boroughs were to be added to the representation
of the counties and the metropolis. The gradual correction